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71-Year-old man with background of diabetes mellitus, hypertension
and coronary artery disease (on dual-antiplatelets), presented with one
day history of melena. Esophagogastroduodenoscopy was normal. Co-
lonoscopy showed fresh blood in colon and terminal ileum, with no
evidence of source. Computerized tomographic angiogram demon-
strated active bleeding from diverticula in proximal-small bowel
(Fig. 1A), but could not achieve angio-embolization as the conventional
angiogram failed to localize the bleeding vessel. Despite all supportive
measures including blood products, bleeding continued and needed
inotropes to maintain blood-pressure, hence decided to proceed with
surgical intervention. Laparoscopic intervention was performed and
intraoperatively multiple diverticula along mesenteric border of
proximal-jejunum starting 15 cm from duodenojejunal flexure for a
length of 30 cm seen (Fig. 1B). Segmental resection of diverticula con-
taining proximal jejunum (Fig. 1C and D) followed by end to end
anastomosis done. Post-procedure patient improved well and discharged
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in stable condition. At present he is continuing on single-antiplatelet and
had no more bleeding episodes.

The small bowel is called ‘the dark continent of the GI tract’ because
of its inaccessibility to endoscopists, due to its intra-peritoneal location,
excess mobility and long length [1]. In elderly-age group most common
cause of small bowel bleeding is abnormal blood vessels (i.e. arterio-
venous malformations, angiodysplasia, etc.) apart from benign or ma-
lignant mass lesions [2,3]. Diverticula are common source of colonic
bleeding, but it is very rare in small-intestine [4]. Very few cases of small
bowel diverticular bleed were reported in literature [5].
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Fig. 1. (A) CT abdomen angiogram showing ative bleeding from jejunal divertiuli; (B) Intraoperative view of jejunal diverticuli; (C) & (D) - Resected jejunal segment
with diverticuli.
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